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Why were the Jews singled out?

Nuremberg Laws
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NAZI RACIAL IDEOLOGY

Nuremberg Laws

 Humans beings could be classified as “races”

 Each race has distinctive characteristics

 Passed on genetically

 A person’s characteristics, attitudes, abilities,

and behavior were determined by their so-call racial make-up

 Races were in competition which each other in the struggle 

to survive; Superior races vs. inferior races

 Germans could only triumph if  their blood was pure.

Pages 27-28
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Nuremberg Laws

“It was the notion of  mixing blood that had driven Hitler 

into the frenzy expressed in Mein Kampf and, as Fuhrer, in 

nationally broadcast speeches telling Germany they would 

triumph only if  their blood was pure. The ‘mongrelization’ 

of  the Germanic race ‘has robbed us of  world domination,’ 

he said. From now on, the German nation must be 

protected from racial contamination.”

-- The World Must Know, page 29
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Nuremberg Laws

Germany – circa 
1933-43: Racial 
portrait of an Aryan 
woman. The caption 
reads: Good Blood --
The Eternal Source!

[Source:  USHMM]
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Nuremberg Laws

Germany – circa 
1933-42: Nazi 
propaganda racial 
portraits of a Jewish 
man and woman.

The original caption 
reads: "The face of 
the 'chosen' people.“

[Source:  USHMM]
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Nuremberg Laws

Germany – circa 
1933-42: Nazi 
propaganda racial 
portraits of a half-
Jewish girl and boy.

The original caption 
reads: "Mischlinge 
(half-Jewish), -- as the 
Jew breeds, they are 
always physical and 
spiritual bastards.“

[Source:  USHMM]
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Nuremberg Laws

Germany – circa 
1933-42: Two Nazi 
propaganda racial 
portraits of non-
Aryans; the top 
portrait is of an 
African.

The caption reads: 
"No, not again -- woe 
to he that forgets!“

[Source:  USHMM]
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Nuremberg Laws

Germany – circa 
1933-42: Nazi 
propaganda racial 
portraits of non-
Aryans; the top 
portrait is of an Asian; 
the bottom is of an 
African.

The original caption 
reads: "Then these 
are barely 
recognizable as 
human beings.“

[Source:  USHMM]
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Nuremberg Laws

Germany – date 
uncertain: Nazi 
propaganda poster 
warning Germans 
about the dangers of 
east European 
"subhumans." 

[Source:  USHMM]
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Nuremberg Laws

Germany – circa 1936: Propaganda slide which contrasts a person of mixed race (at the left) with a 
healthy "Aryan" youth (at the right).

[Source:  USHMM]
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Nuremberg Laws

Stuttgart, Germany –
circa 1935: Eugenics 
poster entitled "The 
German Face.“ The 
three categories of 
Aryan facial types 
are:” 1. Nordic racial 
core; 2. Falian-Nordic 
racial core; 3. 
Western influence.”

This poster is no.52 in 
a series entitled, 
"Theory of 
Inheritance and Racial 
Hygiene”, published 
by Publisher for 
National Literature.

[Source:  USHMM]
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http://collections.ushmm.org/search/catalog/pa1129242


Who was Jewish?

Nuremberg Laws
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Despite the persistent claims of  Nazi 

ideology, there was no scientifically valid 

basis to define Jews as a race. 

Nuremberg Laws
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The Nazis had long sought a legal definition 

that identified Jews not by religious affiliation 

but according to racial antisemitism.

Nuremberg Laws
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Since there was not valid scientific basis to 

define Jews as a race, Nazi legislators looked to 

family genealogy to define race.

Nuremberg Laws
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For the first time in history, Jews faced 

persecution not for what they believed, but 

for who they—or their parents—were by 

birth.

Nuremberg Laws
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Nuremberg Laws

September 15, 1945 – Nuremberg, Germany: Hermann Goering recites the preamble to the 
Nuremberg Laws at the seventh Nazi Party Congress. [Source:  USHMM]
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Sep. 15, 1935

• Nuremberg 
Laws 
instituted

Oct. 18, 1935

• New 
Marriage 
Requirements 
instituted

Nov. 14, 1935

• Laws 
extended to 
other groups

Nuremberg Laws

New laws:
• Revoke Reich citizenship for Jews

• prohibit Jews from marrying or having sexual relations with 

persons of  "German or related blood" 

• define a “Jew” as someone with 3 or 4 Jewish grandparents

"Racial infamy," is made a criminal offense
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Nuremberg Laws

An instructional 
chart used to aid 
German citizens in 
the determination 
of racial status.

[Source:  USHMM]
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Nuremberg Laws

Stuttgart, Germany – circa 1935: "The Nuremberg Law for the Protection of Blood and German 
Honor” Eugenics poster

[Source:  USHMM]
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Nuremberg Laws

"Maintaining the purity of  blood insures the 

survival of  the German people.”
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Sep. 15, 1935

• Nuremberg 
Laws 
instituted

Oct. 18, 1935

• New 
Marriage 
Requirements 
instituted

Nov. 14, 1935

• Laws 
extended to 
other groups

Nuremberg Laws

"Law for the Protection of  the Hereditary Health 

of  the German People" 
• requires all prospective marriage partners to obtain from the 

public health authorities a certificate of  fitness to marry

• certificates are refused to those suffering from "hereditary 

illnesses" and contagious diseases and those attempting to 

marry in violation of  the Nuremberg Laws

Oct. 18, 1935
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Sep. 15, 1935

• Nuremberg 
Laws 
instituted

Oct. 18, 1935

• New 
Marriage 
Requirements 
instituted

Nov. 14, 1935

• Laws 
extended to 
other groups

Nuremberg Laws

First supplemental decree of  the Nuremberg Laws 

extends the prohibition on marriage or sexual 

relations between people who could produce 

"racially suspect" offspring. 

Nov. 14, 1935
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Sep. 15, 1935

• Nuremberg 
Laws 
instituted

Oct. 18, 1935

• New 
Marriage 
Requirements 
instituted

Nov. 14, 1935

• Laws 
extended to 
other groups

Nuremberg Laws

A week later, the minister of  the interior interprets 

this to mean relations between "those of  German 

or related blood" and Roma (Gypsies), blacks, or 

their offspring.

Nov. 14, 1935
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NUREMBERG RACE LAWS

 Legally distinguished between German 

and Jew

 Laid the foundation for future antisemitic 

measures

 Many countries allied to or dependent on 

Germany enacted their own versions

By 1941: Italy, Hungary, Romania, Slovakia, 

Bulgaria, Vichy France, and Croatia 

Pages 28-30

Pages 41-43
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Nuremberg Laws
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Nuremberg Laws

Reich Citizen Law 
(National Archives 
Gift Collection)

[Source:  National 
Archives]
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Nuremberg Laws

Law for the 
Safeguard of 
German Blood 
and German 
Honor barred 
marriage between 
Jews and other 
Germans. 
(National Archives 
Gift Collection)

[Source:  National 
Archives]

29Georgia Commission on the Holocaust's Teaching About the Holocaust: Lessons for Today - Nazi Racial Ideology

https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2010/winter/nuremberg.html


Nuremberg Laws

The signature 
page of the Law 
for the Safeguard 
of German Blood 
and German 
Honor.(National 
Archives Gift 
Collection)

[Source:  National 
Archives]
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Nuremberg Laws

Wilhelm Frick – circa 
1945-56: former 
German Minister of the 
Interior and defendant 
at Nuremberg Trials

[Source:  USHMM]

Franz Gürtner with 
Golden Party Badge –
1938: German Minister of 
Justice

[Source:  German Federal Archives]

Rudolf Hess –1933: 
Deputy of the Führer 

[Source:  German Federal 
Archives]
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Nuremberg Laws

Wilhelm 
Frick's 
Nuremberg 
war crimes 
trial 
headphones

[Source:  USHMM]

Rudolph Hess's Nuremberg war crimes trial headphones
[Source:  USHMM]

32Georgia Commission on the Holocaust's Teaching About the Holocaust: Lessons for Today - Nazi Racial Ideology
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Nuremberg Laws
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“The Nuremberg Laws represent a major step in the 

increasing marginalization of  Jews from German life. In 

order to carry out the program of  the Final Solution, the 

target group first has to be marginalized, and removed from 

the code of  citizenship. This is a critical moment. This legally 

excludes them. The next step is humiliation — Kristallnacht, 

1938 — then the wearing of  yellow stars, then deportation, 

and then finally the death camps.”

— Peter Loewenberg, historian

Nuremberg Laws
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LEGALIZES DISCRIMINATION

Nuremberg Laws

Vienna, Austria – August 30, 1938: Lizi Rosenfeld, a friend of the 
Spitzers, sits on a park bench with a sign "Only for Aryans."

[Source:  USHMM]
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How did they know who was Jewish?

Nuremberg Laws

Pages 37-39
Page 41
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Nuremberg Laws

Certificate of Aryan ancestry for Rudolf Bordin (born November 19, 1914) issued by the Registry 
Office in Breitenau.                                                                                                                 [Source:  USHMM] 37

http://www.ushmm.org/information/exhibitions/online-features/special-focus/nuremberg-race-laws-defining-the-nation/documents/certificate-of-aryan-ancestry-p.-1
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Nuremberg Laws

Berlin, Germany -
- January 11, 
1939: Affidavit 
issued by the 
Berlin district 
lower court 
stating that 
Martha Heimann 
was a Jew by 
birth.

[Source:  USHMM]
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http://www.ushmm.org/information/exhibitions/online-features/special-focus/nuremberg-race-laws-defining-the-nation/documents/affidavit


Germany– November 12, 1943: Identity card for Deszo Israel Sussman marked 
with a red J for Jude. He was evacuated November 12, 1943. 

[Source: USHMM Collections Catalog]

ID Cards Activity
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Brussels, Belgium – 1938: German passport stamped with a red J issued to Rosa 
Lewinnek in the embassy in Brussels. 

[Source: USHMM Collections Catalog]

ID Cards Activity
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Amsterdam, Netherlands – August 28, 1943: Identity card issued to Hanna 
Santilhano Munichman

[Source: USHMM Collections Catalog]

ID Cards Activity
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